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74 
by Jim Persoon 
Grant Wood's Iowa 
I used to think he was just a caricature of a painter, 
or painted caricatures: that bald dentist with a pitchfork 
and his severe sister, posing like hicks in Cedar Rapids. 
Until I saw the landscapes: fields rounded and smooth 
as green jello from a mold, trees like cabbages, hills like 
biscuits broken open with the sun a pat of butter dripping down. 
This is the Iowa I know, the mashed-potato haystacks, 
the can of bacon drippings by the stove, a bucket of corncobs 
and supper-scraps thrown out the back door, some growing up by the 
wayside, 
new potatoes in the spring from our garbage. Even the dirt 
looks like chocolate, dark and bitter sweet. Paintings 
to make you lick your fingers, lick your suppositions too. 
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